
What is LEED?
LEED is a national third-party certification system that recognizes leadership in green 
building. It is developed by a consensus process by volunteer members of the U.S. 
Green Building Council who contribute their expertise to its technical development. 
LEED was first introduced in March 2000 for new commercial construction, and has 
since grown to include specialized versions for homes, neighborhood development, 
commercial interiors, high-performance building operations and maintenance, and 
core and shell development. More than 3.2 billion square feet of real estate in the U.S. 
and in 60 countries are pursuing LEED certification.

LEED for Homes, which launched in February 2008, measures green homebuilding 
performance based on eight categories: site selection, water efficiency, materials & 
resources, energy & atmosphere, indoor environmental quality, location & linkages, 
awareness & education, and innovation. Within each of these areas, projects earn 
points toward certification. LEED has four levels of certification: Certified, Silver, Gold 
and Platinum, with Platinum representing the highest level of achievement.

Why should I build a LEED home?
LEED certification recognizes and celebrates leadership in high-quality green 
homebuilding, and allows you as a builder to clearly differentiate your work.
For the homebuyer, LEED is like the nutrition label on the side of a box of crackers: It 
clearly labels in measurable terms that the home has healthy, green, efficient features 
that have been third-party verified.

What is the difference between LEED for Homes and other green home programs? 
LEED is a national third-party certification system for green homebuilding. It is designed to recognize leadership, so the program is 
rigorous and focused on measurable results. LEED for Homes features lots of support for builders who choose to work with the 
rating system, including Reference Guides, instructor-led workshops and online courses.

There are also more than 70 highly regarded local or regional green home building programs in the United States. Each of these 
programs is unique, with its own specifications and requirements. By reviewing the checklists for LEED and other available local or 
regional programs, you can choose the rating system that works best for your goals.

Is a green home right for me?
If you would like a healthier, more sustainable lifestyle for you 
and for your family, a green home is right for you.
Green homes have lower utility bills, use less water, are 
associated with fewer asthma attacks, and are at lower risk for 
mold and mildew. Green homes are better for the environment, 
and they are affordable.

How are green homes good for the climate?
In the United States, our homes are responsible for 
21% of our nation’s greenhouse gas emissions. 
Living in a green home means that you’re helping to 
stop the causes of climate change.

How will a LEED home benefit me?
The benefits of a LEED home include economic benefits such 
as lower energy and water bills; environmental benefits like 
reduced greenhouse gas emissions; and health benefits such 
as reduced exposure to mold, mildew and other indoor toxins.
LEED-certified homes may also be eligible for financial 
benefits such as lower fees for financing and lower insurance 
rates.

LEED for Homes is a U.S. Green Building Council Program
The Washington, D.C.-based U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) is a 501 c3 non-profit organization committed to a prosperous 
and sustainable future for our nation through cost-efficient and energy-saving green buildings

With a community comprising 78 local affiliates, more than 20,000 member companies and organizations, and more than 100,000 
LEED Accredited Professionals, USGBC is the driving force of an industry that is projected to soar to $60 billion by 2010. The 
USGBC leads an unlikely diverse constituency of builders and environmentalists, corporations and nonprofit organizations, 
elected officials and concerned citizens, and teachers and students.

Buildings in the United States are responsible for 39% of CO2 emissions, 40% of energy consumption, 13% water consumption 
and 15% of GDP per year, making green building a source of significant economic and environmental opportunity. Greater 
building efficiency can meet 85% of future U.S. demand for energy, and a national commitment to green building has the potential 
to generate 2.5 million American jobs.

What types of homes are LEED certified?
The LEED for Homes certification system is tailored for the 
construction of market rate and affordable new single family or 
low-rise multi-family homes (like condos and garden 
apartments). Existing homes undergoing extensive renovations 
- down to the last studs on at least one side of each exterior 
wall - are also eligible to participate in the program.


